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ART NEWS FROM THE OLD WORLD 



It is no wonder that the London satirists are making merry in a bitter 
and scoffing spirit over the sale by King Edward of his late mother's superb 
and greatly prized jubilee collection of Whistler etchings to an American 
purchaser. It is a most unpopular act, suggestive of a certain sordidness, 
and insensibility to higher and finer considerations that such a man as, say, 
the emperor of Germany would be incapable of even considering. It was 
also a peculiarly ill-timed act. It comes precisely at a time when there is a 
public agitation against the sale to foreign purchasers of works of art and his- 
toric relics which sentiment regards as in some sort the property of the nation. 
A few weeks ago, when a Nelson memento was sold under the hammer at a 
public sale, the Englishman who outbid his foreign competitors was cheered 
by the crowd in the auction room and applauded by the press as for 
a patriotic act. There are, it was urged, some works of art having national 
associations, and some historic souvenirs which should not pass out of the 
United Kingdom and which foreign gold should not tempt the British 
possessor to part with. What must have been the shock, then, to popular 
sentiment when the king himself turned over to an art broker for an Ameri- 
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can purchaser, presumably Mr. J. Pierpont Morgan, this heirloom and 
gem of the artistic treasures of Windsor Castle ? One view of the character 
of the transaction is indicated by the taunt in the caustic Saturday Review, 
which remarks that it really doesn't matter much, since even now there are 
probably more works of art than motor cars at the royal castle. 
J> The Prince Regent of Bavaria has conferred upon William M. Chase, 
the decoration of St. Michael in recognition of his fame as an American 
painter. Recently the city of Munich, in Bavaria, purchased from Mr. 
Chase his well-know portrait of Mrs. Chase posed in his studio. The 
painting now hangs in the Royal Museum. J. McNeill Whistler, E. A. 
Abbey and J. S. Sargent are the only other American artists upon whom 
the decoration of St. Michael has been conferred. 

^ Under a recent French decision it is not necessary artists should make 
a lifelike picture of a customer, nor need it in fact resemble the original to 
any extent. A customer refusing to pay the artist for a portrait in miniature 
did so upon the ground it was not even a likeness such as she had presumed 
she would get, but the judge before whom the case had been brought held 
that is was not necessary, and that the picture was very pretty, which was 
sufficient to justify him in giving the artist judgment for the full amount 
claimed. If this is good law no artist need bother himself or herself about 
conforming to the desires of his or her customer, for all that is necessary is 
to execute a work that will pass muster before a judge as one of art, though 
it need not necessarily be what the customer wanted. If this line of reason- 
ing may be restricted alone to artists, perhaps all well and good, for certainly 
no one would take any chances of getting out of the draw a portrait or 
picture not conforming to his desires or ideas, but if the idea is to be ex- 
tended to other lines of productiveness chaos will be sure to reign. French 
justice, and indeed an American decision or two, favors the artists in this 
respect and holds a meritorious work is vital to collecting an account, but 
conformed to other forms of industry a manufacture only need produce a 
well executed piece of work to collect, and need not bother whether or not 
his production is upon the lines or the plan devised by the customer. 
J> The Umzi Gallery in Florence has acquired a new picture, a Madonna, 
by Jacopo Bellini. This acquisition is of great importance, not only because 
the picture is in perfect condition, but also because it is by Jacopo Bellini, 
the father of Gentile and Giovanni, and father-in-law of Andrea Mantegna. 
J> The International Art Congress of Milan will be divided into five sec- 
tions: i. Contemporaneous art; exhibitions, competitions, and the rights 
of the artist. 2. Antique art; its preservation and restoration; museums; 
exports. 3. Art instruction. 4. Public art. 5. Decorative art. 
J> At Arcoli Picino, for the third centenary of Saint Serafino, the restored 
church of the Capuchins will be opened, and the paintings in tempera by 
Mussini, called Paolo d'Ascoli, may be viewed. 

J> The first person to receive the Legion of Honor for painting flowers is 
a French woman, M'lle. Madeleine Lemaire, who has for many years sent 
pictures to the salons as well as to the exhibitions of the Femmes Peintres. 



